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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Andy Kerr, EIT Climate-KIC 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

The principles of sustainable development (in Annex) and a resilient recovery (as proposed 
by CCC) are a useful guide, but are not a ‘comprehensive framework’ for guiding an effective 
green recovery, since they are very high level principles and therefore difficult to 
operationalise. I think the guiding principles used by the Advisory Group on Economic 
Recovery (page 10 of their report) – and underpinned by Scotland’s National Performance 
Framework - provide a more meaningful way of guiding an effective recovery, based on a 
nurturing true wealth of Scotland (across natural, social, economic and people); a focus on a 
robust and resilient wellbeing economy; accelerating action to promote wellbeing and 
restoring employment; prioritising a green investment and education-led recovery, and 
renewing a sectoral and regional approach. Delivering net zero emissions by 2045 (78% by 
2032 plus associated sectoral contributions) has to be a ‘given’.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

EIT Climate-KIC work in Scotland focuses on using ‘whole system’ innovation to help 
Edinburgh (and other cities) deliver their net zero targets; help Glasgow City Region become 
an exemplar ‘resilient region’; and turn ‘regional landscapes’ from carbon sources to sinks. 

Key barriers for delivering a green recovery are: capacity and capabilities (at multiple levels 
– particularly local authorities and business partnerships) and funding/finance to stitch 
together the necessary actions that avoid mass unemployment / major economic recession 
AND put in place the building blocks for delivering the ambitious climate targets. The 
regional/sectoral impact of COVID, which disproportionately affects young and female 
workers in hospitality and tourism sectors, does not fit well with the classic green response 
of construction/engineering jobs (apart from the specific sector issues affecting oil and gas in 
north east). So, we need to think more imaginatively about how to build community/local 
business wealth (recycling income, building towns and city wellbeing, new (lead) markets like 
digital) within Scotland in future.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Please see the CERG response for details of priorities in different sectors:   
(https://www.changeworks.org.uk/sites/default/files/CERG_Green%20Recovery_Final%20r
eport_July2020_0.pdf  

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

The Scottish Government response to the AGER report provides a good start in setting the 
broad principles for supporting green, sustainable recovery. What it does not do is provide 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
https://www.changeworks.org.uk/sites/default/files/CERG_Green%20Recovery_Final%20report_July2020_0.pdf
https://www.changeworks.org.uk/sites/default/files/CERG_Green%20Recovery_Final%20report_July2020_0.pdf
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the detailed ‘how to’ that operationalises what is needed. The 2021/22 Budget needs to start 
to put this detail into place. The CERG document – to which I contributed - offers a good start 
for how to operationalise budgets in 2021/22 budget. But it is also the case that we need 
much better ways of using public funding to leverage in private investment to deliver agreed 
outcomes. In other words, to use public funding as enabling funding to bring in private (citizen, 
corporate, etc) funding to deliver the transition at the scale and speed required.  

General response 

The Committee asked me to address the following questions: 

Has Climate-KIC identified particular opportunities in Scotland that would help deliver 
a green recovery? 

Yes. We are interested in working with ‘challenge owners’ (cities, regions, industry sectors) 
across Europe that genuinely want to transform and transition rapidly to a resilient, net zero 
economy, and that are prepared to work with us on ‘whole system’ change by using all the 
tools available (governance, regulatory, new forms of finance, business models, citizen 
engagement, as well as technology). In Scotland, both with the Scottish Government and 
Scottish cities and regions, we believe this is the case. In other words, we see the political 
will and imagination, the desire for government-business-civic partnerships, and the appetite 
for taking risks that are required. In turn, we can bring in knowledge, insights and external 
funding (private, public, philanthropic) from across Europe to support Scotland’s ambitions.    

What role can further innovation and collaboration play in securing an economic 
recovery in Scotland that accelerates the transition to a net zero economy, and how 
can this be best realised? 

Innovation is typically considered in the context of developing new technologies. At Climate-
KIC, we believe we need innovation at the ‘whole system’ level to deliver the transition at the 
speed and scale required – using innovation in all the key levers of change: governance, 
citizen engagement, access to finance, new business/finance models, new markets, new 
production systems, as well as emerging technologies. We are facing a long period of 
immense uncertainty…from COVID, post-Brexit market access, and rapid social (e.g. mobility 
patterns) and technology changes…which makes it impossible to judge exactly how 
individual policy and budget interventions will play out, regardless of the quality of our ex ante 
policy analysis and models. Innovation and collaboration across public, private and civic 
sectors at this ‘whole system’ level – and the associated learning – is therefore critical to 
securing an economic recovery that accelerates the transition to a resilient, net zero 
economy. This requires an openness to collaboration, a willingness to try new approaches, 
new partnerships, new thinking and be prepared to commit resources (people, time, funding) 
to back it up.  

Given the economic impact of Covid-19, is there a risk that leveraging private finance 
for a green recovery will be impacted – if so, how can this be addressed? 

Yes, in part because many companies are becoming heavily indebted and less able to invest. 
However, there remains a substantial mismatch between the extensive private finance 
available and the availability of investable projects, programmes and places in Scotland. This 
means Scotland must make itself an attractive proposition in which to invest (with the right 
‘quality’ money) in different places and sectors, and help to align private and civic sector 
desire for transformative change to a resilient, net zero future in Scotland.  
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How could the Scottish budget and fiscal policy best support a green recovery 
pathway? 

Rather than pretending or hoping that there is lots of space cash somewhere that can be 
channelled to support a green recovery pathway, the issue involves: 

a) Aligning ALL of Scotland’s available budget levers towards a green recovery (i.e. to 
meet the jobs imperative in the short term but ensuring that interventions are also 
aligned with the medium-term climate goals. 
 

b) Using public funding to unlock private funding and finance – for example, funding the 
preparatory or enabling work that is required to induce co-investment from business 
or individuals (‘crowding in’ private funding necessary to deliver the change at the 
speed and scale necessary). 


